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Forced farm labour in S. Africa 


NEW EVIDENCE 


ENDRICK T. RANGAKA, a 43- 

year-old African, was found un- 
conscious on the pavement in Johan- 
nesburg and taken to hospital with a 
broken rib and punctured lung. 

He was unable to speak clearly for a 
number of days. When he did he revealed 
this story, printed in the Golden City Post 
on September 18 : 

Arrested in Sophiatown on August 17 for 
being without a permit, Sent to Modder- 
bee Jail because he could not pay a £4 
fine. 

‘On August 23 I was taken with a group 
of nine prisoners by a farmer in a panel 
van to work on his farm in a Transvaal 
country district. 

“When we arrived at the farm our 
clothing was taken. We were given sacks 
to wear and immediately sent to work on 
the farm. 

“On the first Saturday the farmer gave 
us some work which needed a_ tractor. 
When we told him we could not operate a 
tractor he called two of his bossboys to 
help us. But as soon as he left for town, 
both left and the work could not continue. 

“That evening the farmer returned and 
beat us up. On _ September I we 
approached him and asked him to release 
us because we had finished our term of 
imprisonment, 

“T was then assaulted and became un- 
conscious and only regained my senses five 
days later. My body was sore from the 
licks I received, but I was bundled into a 
van even then. I don’t remember what 
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CND LEADS AT 
SCARBOROUGH 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


On the eve of the Labour Party Conference which opened on Monday, 


4,000 supporters of the Campaign 


for Nuclear Disarmament marched 


through Scarborough with seven Labour MPs—Hazold Davies, Emrys 
Hughes, Dick Kelley, Ben Parkin, Sydney Silverman, Tom Swain and 


Tudor Watkins—in the forefront of 
supporters from ali over Britain. 


The demonstrators took  three- 
quarters of an hour to march past the 
Royal Hotel, the swankiest place in 
town, where—by some unexplained 
coincidence—the Party’s Executive has 
been staying. CND supporters then 
started a picket outside the hotel, but 
this was later in the week changed to 
outside the Conference Hall. 


New Left Club’s supporters have been 
active and each morning distributed a free 
critical commentary on the previous day’s 
events, 


Each evening there have been several 
extra meetings in Scarborough organised by 
pressure groups. On Monday the Chris- 
tian Socialist Movement’s meeting had a 
packed—and markedly elderly—audience of 
about 300. The main speaker was Dr. 
Soper, who gave a theological justification 
for the brotherhood of man, and concluded 
by observing that the “cult of violence” 
appeared to have become “a_ necessary 
constituent of all our public life.” 


The following evening the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom held a_ brains trust 


Labour and the Bomb: a time ior decision. 
for Nuclear Disarmament supporters with their plea for unilateralism. 


the long column compesed of CND 


attended by about 500. Fenner Brockway, 


MP, spoke on the independence celebra- 
tions in Nigeria which he had just attended. 
Political independence was however not 
enough. He urged that the work of the 
Movement for Colonial Freedom would 
not end until military and economic ex- 
ploitation in ex-colonial territories was also 
ended. During this Question and Answer 
meeting Barbara Castle, MP, Konni 
Zilliacus, MP, Joshua Nkomo from 
Rhodesia, and John Stonehouse, MP, 
answered the audience’s questions on 
different aspects of colonial problems, 


This meeting coincided with a Labour 
Peace Fellowship “Labour must become the 
Peace Party” rally which could only 
attract about 65 people. Emrys Hughes, 
MP, argued that leaders of the Labour 
Party had _ previously resigned when 
defeated on defence policy—Ramsay Mac- 
Donald had done so just before World 
War I and George Lansbury in the mid- 
thirties. Gaitskell should do the same now. 


John Horner, the General Secretary of the 
Fire Brigades Union, ridiculed the official 
Party-TUC statement’s theory of political 
control of hydrogen bombs. 


The actual Conference debates at the 
Start of the week were poor as they were 
all overshadowed by Wednesday’s defence 
debate, which was still continuing as PN 
went to press. A full report and analysis 
will appear next week. 


* 


Further north, last Friday, over 1,500 
people turned out to hear the case for uni- 
lateral nuclear disarmament at Newcastle’s 
City Hall. The speakers, Canon Collins, 
Ian Mikardo and A. J. P. Taylor were 
listened to with rapt attention. 


The calibre of the questions at the end 
showed that a serious interest in the pro- 
blems of nuclear warfare is now the order 
of the day on Tyneside reports Denzil 
Webb. 

A great deal of literature was sold in- 
cluding 110 copies of Peace News, and a 
collection of £204 was taken. 

A further meeting will be addressed by 
Konni Zilliacus, MP, at 7.30 p.m. on Satur- 
day, November 12, at the Connaught Hall, 
Blackett St., and the admission will be Is. 


March tomorrow 


A march through the West End of London 
in sympathy with the Foulness Prisoners 
assembles to-morrow (Saturday) at 11.15 
a.m, at Bryanston Street, Marble Arch, 


W.1, 


And through Scarborough march Campaign 
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class matter, Post Office, Philadelphia, Pa. 


STANDARD RATES 
Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 
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AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


N. Africa and Middle East 
Three months 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d. 
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Air Express Edition 


to US and all parts of America, from our US 
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ae 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. Is. extra). Please don’t send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 
Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


MEETINGS 


MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, sont 16—40, very reasonable charges, re- 
freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross, London, N.1. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RECULVER LODGE (PN), Beltinge, Heme Bay, 
Ideal for small 


Kent. Late holidays, week-ends. I 
conferences. Christmas bookings being taken. 
Always open. B.H.R.A. Licensed. 

PERSONAL 


A NEW APPROACH to conquer loneliness. The 
informal hospitality of the Marriage Club helps 
sencitive people to meet congenial partners. Write 
Mra. Prue White, 14, Parliament Hill, London, 
N.W.3. SWI 4924. f 

CHURCH OF COUNTING BLESSINGS. Pacifist 


founder. Members in four continents. Simple, 
friendly, easy to join. Sincere and practical. Box 
No. 859. 

DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, typing 


A pg etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
Road, London, N.I1. ENTerprise 3324. 

IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
mumber when making your next purchase: 1336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
Yatocnational Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. ‘ f 

NON-SMOKERS ! Join our Campaign against 
indiscriminate public smoking. Rev. Hubert Little, 
Non-Smokers’ Society, 138 East Dulwich Grove, 
S.E.22. 

PEACE NEWS AND HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
welcome visitors 9.30 to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Voluntary work always 
available. Peace literature, beoks of all kinds, 
personal-commercial stationery, greetings cards, etc., 
on saic. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

LITERATURE 


BRITAIN'S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the “‘ Socialist Leader.’’ Indispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
tainable from your newsagent or from_ 48 Dundas 
St.. Glasgow, C.l., and 6 Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1. 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE to be 
held at the Hague in 1963. Official document of 
the Proposal, Is. 2d. from La Mondcivitana Res- 
publiko (PN), 13 Prince of Wales Terrace, London, 

on, S.E.22. 

tent TBERTE." the French pacifist monthly. 16s. 
a year post free from Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, N.1. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 
speoting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd., 

ion, N.W.1. Pe) 
loae BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP invites 
your support. For details of membership write : 
Rev, Leslie Worsnip, 63 Loughborough Rd., Quorn, 


pele BUSINESS AND Tee 7 
TEETOTAL MOTOR INSURANCE.—'Phone or 

write for quotation. Pay and Co., 45 Bulwer Rd., 

Leytonstone 8081. All insurance business transacted. 


EDUCATION 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (correspond- 
ence, visit) 5s. Dorothy Matthews, BA. 32. Prim- 
rose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE 

BIRTHDAY SUBSCRIPTIONS. Solve the present 
problem by giving your friends a subscription to 
Peace News. Eight weeks’ introductory postal sub- 
scription 2s. 6d. Birthday Card 6d. extra. Subscrip- 
tion Dept., Peace News, 5, Caledonian Rd., King's 
Cross, London, N.1. ‘ : 

EXTENSION LADDERS for sale—side varnish, 
all rungs wired Established 1892. Price list on 
application. —Roberts, 12 Clare Road, Cardiff. 

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS. 
Up-to-date selections of books and pamphlets sup- 
plied ‘‘on sale or retum " for meetings of all 
kinds. Housmans Bookshop, the Peace News book- 
sellers, 3 Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, 


WN.I. 
SITUATIONS VACANT 


VOLUNTARY HELPERS urgently needed at 


Peace News office for Christmas card fund-raising 
work. Hours—Tues. and Thurs. 9.30-6 p.m. Mon., 
Wed., and Fri. 9.30-9 p.m. 

London, N.1 (TERminus §8248.) 


5 Caledonian Rd., 


Fenner Brockway, HP, Chairman, Hovement 


for Colonial Freedom, writes from Lages on 


THE GREATEST MOMENT 


SINCE 1947 


"THE French journalist in the plane 
to Lagos remarked that there has 
been little excitement in French 
colonies when they have attained in- 
dependence. He regarded this as a 
tribute to French colonialism. The 
transition had been made easy. 


The explanation may be different. Per- 
haps in fact independence in French West 
and Equatorial Africa has not reflected the 
triumph of any great national upsurge. 
Perhaps independence there means little 
difference in psychology, administration 
and economic and military control. It may 
be that that change has still to come. 


The French journalist has seen the con- 
trast in Nigeria this week. Here in Lagos 
there is a fever of excitement and enthu- 
siasm. 


are decorated as London 
Colourful arches 


The streets 
streets for a Coronation 
pavement to pavement. Rainbowed electric 
lights across the bridges. The buildings 
aflame with designs in green and white. 


This is not an imposed glorification. The 
people buzz with animation. They laugh 
and shout. The children cry ‘“ Independ- 
ence!” as the streamlined cars pass bear- 
ing the representatives of 61 countries. 


The excitement rose day by day during 
the week which preceded independence. 
Displays of traditional dancing, freedom 
plays, national pageants at the race-course, 
with 18,000 people rocking and roaring, 
crying exultantly, applauding like a 
thunderclap. 


Dancing and madness 


The great moment midnight last Friday. 
An impressive State banquet, where even 
Governors-General, Prime Ministers, and 
official delegations caught some of the 
popular fervour outside. Then fabulous 
‘independence eve dances,” more physical 
vigour surely than ever seen before. Then 
a searchlight tattoo on the vast race-course 
(it is in the centre of the city, circled by 
Government buildings, the Senate, and 
other glories of modern architecture). 


At last midnight. The green and white 
flag of independent Nigeria is raised on the 
white staff with floodlights streaming on it. 
Everyone at that moment went mad. _In- 
cluding me. 


Is this just racial emotionalism ? National 
pride in a world which must become inter- 
national to be saved ? 


No, Rationally but also emphatically, 
No. 

We are in a mixed world. A world 
whose hydrogen bombs, jet planes, wireless 
broadcasts, economic interdependence de- 
mand internationalism and, quickly, world 
government. 

But this earth still has peoples who have 
not the right of self-government. How can 
they become consciously and corporately a 
part of an international order until they 
enjoy the right to govern themselves? 


That’s what this independence of Nigeria 
signifies. Signifies beyond any event in the 
British Empire since India gained independ- 
ence 13 years ago. 

An exaggerated statement ? You think 
Tm still a little excited by the intoxication 
of Lagos, drunk-mad over independence ? 
Not a bit. I wipe my forehead, and write 
down some facts. 

Nigeria has the largest population of any 
African territory, With Nigerian independ- 
ence half of the remaining non-self-govern- 
ing British Empire becomes politically free. 

Nigeria will become the fourth largest 
among the 11! nations of the Common- 
wealth. With Nigerian independence two- 
thirds of the population of the Continent 
of Africa becomes politically free. 

I defy you to find any happening in the 


colonial world since 1947 which is so im- 
portant as this. 


When [ talk with Ministers here in the 
quiet late hours after the heats and pres- 
sures of the day, I see another Nigeria. 
These men have not lost their heads. They 
are deeply serious, weighted down by the 
problems of independent Nigeria. 

They take pride in the unity of Nigeria, 
grateful for the contrast with the Congo: 
but they understand that this unity moves 
along a precipitous edge. 


The South showed great patience in post- 
poning its own. independence to bring in 
the North. United Nigeria has a Northern 
Prime Minister and a Northern majority in 
its Parliament. But the gulf between North 
and South is still great. 


The North now has manhood suffrage 
(of course these self-reliant women of the 
South have votes). But away there beyond 
Kano, except in the towns, the Emirs still 
tule, immigrants from the South are still 
treated almost as aliens, and democracy is 
still a thing on paper rather than of spirit 
or practice. 


Development needs 


An extraordinary political compromise 
has been reached in Nigeria, The National 
Congress of the North, representing the 
Old Order, has tormed a coalition with the 
National Council of Nigeria and the Came- 
roons, the most radical party in the State. 

This was a justifiable conciliation to in- 
augurate independence; but what happens 
now that independence has come ? 

Great developments must take place in 
education, health, lifting the standards of 
life of the people, economic development. 

Britain has left Nigeria with only one in 
five of the children in primary schools— 
and almost nine-tenths of these school 
places are in the South. 

There is only one doctor for about 
35,000 of the population. 

The average income in Nigeria is £30 a 
year. 

Agriculture is primitive. The great eco- 
nomic resources are Jittle developed. 


Can this coalition representing the old 
and the new unite in a programme of con- 
struction which will prevent a break ? 


There are two factors which give hope. 


The first is that the Northern leaders are 
showing some adjustment to the New 
Nigeria. My impression from my _ talks 
here this week is that they will rise to the 
need for a great constructive social and 
economic programme. The test will be 
whether they will accept the need for 
democratic liberties in the North, giving 
the more radical parties the freedom to 
function without restriction. 


Zike in the saddle 


The second reason for hope is that Dr. 
Azikiwe is Governor-General. “ Zi-i-ik,” 
as the people shout whenever he appears 
in public, has been the main inspirer and 
architect of Nigerian liberty and unity. He 
was the leader of the radical National 
Council of Nigeria and Cameroons. He 
has been an uncompromising challenger of 
British colonialism. 


But, in the truest sense, he is a statesman, 
understanding that history is on his side 
and that he need not panic whatever the 
immediate crisis. And he is now the titular 
head of the Nigerian State. 


He will be more than the titular head. 
His influence will be immense as counsellor 
and adviser. He will press for progress, 
but not too heavily to destroy Nigerian 
unity. 


What will be Nigeria's influence in Afri- 
can and world affairs? It will act for 
African liberation and unity. It will act 
for peace. But, despite the excitements of 
the streets, I think Nigeria will be modest 
and cautious, pragmatic rather than doc- 
trinaire. It will be careful because its re- 
presentatives appreciate the difficulties 
which have to be overcome in Nigeria itself 
before liberty, unity and peace are secure. 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
to author. 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN. Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's address). 

Saturday, October 8 


BRISTOL: 3 p.m. Horfield Friends Ho., 300 
Gloucester Rd Western Area Rally. Speaker : 
Wilfred Wellock. Tea, annual mtg., sale of pro- 
duce. PPU. 

LIVERPOOL : 3.0 p.m. Friends Mtg. H., 
Hunter St. N.West Area Meeting. 5.0 p.m. Any 
Questions Session. Question Master—Bernard Rush- 
ton. All welcome. PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 3 p.m. at Senate Hse.. Uni- 
versity of London, Malet St. ‘‘ Nuclear Energy.” 
Prof. J. Rotblat, Dr. P. J. Lindop. Adm. 2s. All 
welcome. . 


WEST MALLING, Kent: 1! p.m. March to 
Maidstone assembles at entrance to U.S. airfield. 
5 p.m. Protest Meeting at Friends Meeting House, 
Maidstone. Details from Mrs. Lodge, 31 Swanley 
Lane, Swanley. CND. 

Sunday. October 9 

LONDON, N.2: 3.30 p.m. Peace News, 5 Cale- 
donian Rd.. King's Cross. Rose Edwards, ‘* Paci- 
fism and Christianity.’* Universal Religion—Paci- 
fist Fellowship. 

Monday, October 10 


§.W.1:; 10.30 am. & 2.15 p.m. 
Ebury Bridge 


LONDON, 
Londan Appellate Tribunal for COs. 
Ho., Ebury Bridge Rd. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 7.45 n.m. Hope House, Gt. 
Peter St. (nr. Westminster Abbey). Discussion fol- 
lowing Labour Party Conference led bv Konni 
Zilliacus, MP, on ‘‘ Labour and Nuclear Weanons. 
Where do we go from here?” Labour Peace 
Fellowship. 

Wednesday, October 12 


TONBRIDGE: 8 p.m. Film talk by Dr. J. K. 
Spearing. BSc. PhIY ‘‘ Radiation Fffects on the 
living cells of the Body.*’ Adults School, Danvers 
Rd., Tonbridge, Kent. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA: 8&8 p.m. Labour Hail. 
Boston Ave. Quaker Work Camps. Speaker : 
David Fairbanks. PPU. 

Thursday, October 13 

LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. House, 
Bush Rd. Arthur Hadley, “‘ Queer People.”’ Ley- 
tonstone PPU. 

Friday. October 14 . 

BRISTOL: 7 p.m. 7 Kellaway Ave, Bristol 6. 
Stella Toogood from California. PPU. 


Chairman; Rev. 
Friday, Oct. 14, to Sunday, Oct. 16 


RUGELEY, Staffs. : Week-end Conference, 
‘Catholic Action for Peace, Friday: 8.30 p.m. 
Introduction by the Very Rev. Henry St. John, 
OP. Progress Reports by Local Pax_ Gps. & 
Catholic NDC. Saturday : 10,15 a.m. The Ethics 
of Disarmament, Fr. Illtud Evans, OP; 2.30 p.m. 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, Pamela 
Frankau; 4.45 p.m. Lay Catholics in. Community, 
George Ineson, Leader Taena Community; 8.15 p.m, 
Report from America, Robert Steed, Associate 
Editor, ‘‘ Catholic Worker,’’ New York. Sunday 
11 a.m. Symposium “ Action for Peace. Details 
from the Father Warden OP, Spode Ho.. Hawkes- 
vard Priory, Rugeley, Staffs. 


Wednesday, October 19 


COLCHESTER; 7.30 p.m. St. Martin’s Centre, 
West Stockwell St, ‘‘ Christianity & Nuclear War,” 
The Rev. Prof. C. E. Raven, Chair: Vera Brittain, 
APF. 

Saturday, October 29 , 

READING: 7.30 p.m. Rainbow Hill, Cheapside. 
“Dare We Disarm?’ Philip Noel-Baker, MP. 
Tickets 1s. at door or from UNA, 31 Castle St. 
Reading Co-ordinating Committee for Disarmament. 


Wednesday. November 2, to Saturday, November 5 
READING: 5.30 pm. Small Town Hall. ‘* World 
Without War"? Exhibition. | Prof. J. D. Bernal, 
Reading Co-ordinating Committee for Disarmament. 
Saturday, Novemberl2—Suaday. November 13 
CRICH, Derbyshire: ‘‘ The Briars,”’ near Mat- 
lock. Autumn Conference : ** Non-Violence—the 
Modern Revolution.”’ Guest Speaker Hilda von 


Kleare. Details from Miss E. Cullingworth, 81 
Clarendon Park Road, Leicester. 

TTL TTL TLL TALL! Teo aii Lanes RR NRRL LET | 
>] f, 
Eevorgy weelk £ 
SATURDAYS 
LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd.. off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market, 


10 am.-5 p.m. Helpers for two-hour shifts are 

needed. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 

Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. 
SUNDAYS 


GLASGOW: 8.15 p.m. Queens Park Gates, Vic- 
toria Rd. Open-air meeting. 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq.. N.W.1.  Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 


munity. IVS. 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. (near Green Man), E.10 and E.t1 Group PPU. 
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——-By Sybil Morrison 


MORE 
WORDS! 


. .. the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament is the direct result of tech- 
nological developments which have 
made it possible for two rival power 
blocs to destroy each other and the 
rest of the world within an hour— 
The Observer, October 2, 1960. 


I WROTE last week about words and 
their mis-use, and I could continue 
with even more evidence since read- 
ing last week-end’s press of the extra- 
ordinary use that is being made of words 
to understate, overstate and mislead. 
Whatever the various reasons (and there 
seem to be several) for the campaign 
against nuclear weapons, it cannot be truth- 
fully said that it is the “direct” result of 
“technological developments.” The Ob- 
server leader-writer may desire to “ play 
down” the real reasons, but it is, neverthe- 


less, an unfortunate paltering with the 
truth. 
The definition of “technology ” is: “ the 


science of the industrial arts,” and certainly 
that particular science has had much to do 
with the production of weapons of mass 
destruction, but it could just as easily have 
harnessed nuclear power to the production 
of materials for the profit of man instead 
of for his slaughter. 

It is not “technological development ” 
which has brought the human race up 
against the menace of possible total des- 
truction; it is war that has brought this 
about; it is the continued and persistent 
reliance upon war as a last resort in any 
international disagreement or dispute that 
has caused scientists to pursue the research 
which has resulted, not only in H-bombs 
and nuclear rockets, but in ‘ packaged” 
disease, more politely designated ‘“ bacterio- 
logical warfare.” 


* 


The decision to use the long awaited 
discovery of splitting the atom as a means 
of warfare was taken because victory was 
the one and only goal in front of Western 
leaders in 1945. There was little or no out- 
cry against the weapon itself at the time; 
the shock and recoil from Hiroshima was 
subject to a remarkably quick recovery, 
and the over-elaborate explanations, over- 
protested justifications, particularly after 
Japan’s surrender, were eventually swal- 
lowed whole, and without any very great 
difficulty. 

The fear and suspicion in the USSR that 
was aroused against the Western Powers at 
that time by their action in keeping the 
plan to drop the A-bomb from Stalin; the 
disagreements and difficulties over Poland's 
frontiers and fate; the ganging up of the 
West against the East, all led on to a con- 
tinuing pursuit of the kind of weapon 
with which a Great Power, if possessed of 
it, could have absolute authority, and dic- 
tate its own terms. 

Naturally, however, what one scientist 
was able to discover could also be discov- 
ered by another, and it was then that the 
race to possess the greatest destructive 
power ever invented began; but this was 
the direct and inevitable result of war, not 
of scientific discovery or technological 
development. 

Every argument that is being conducted 
to-day by the press, by all the different 
groups secking tor nuclear disarmament, 
and by the Labour Party Conference, over- 
look this one essential and basic fact. So 
long as there is this complete refusal to 
recognise the source from which these 
weapons flow; so long as the struggle is 
directed only towards removing the symp- 
toms while ignoring the causes, then the 
disputes and arguments, the splits and 
divisions, and the bitter waste of words and 
energy will go on. 

Weapons in themselves are not a cause 
of war; it is the belief in war which is at 
the root of the nuclear arms production. 
Consideration of the consequences of 
abandoning reliance upon war is a fatal 
confuser; to do what is right is an action 
which cannot be concerned with conse- 
quences. The absolute essential to-day is 
that the very idea of war should be com- 
pletely abandoned; for it is only when that 
total abolition takes place that nuclear, 
bacteriological, and other weapons of mass 
destruction will go. 


A mother-- 
to-be © 

and the 
mushroom 
cloud 


This picture, drawn 
by Peter Peri, 
nearly covers a 
double crown pos- 
ter recently issued 
by the Society of 
Friends Peace 
Committee 
(Quakers). Selling 
at Is. 6d, it is ob- 
tainable from 
Friends House, 
Euston Rd., Lon- 
don, N.W.1I. 


3 AIR BASES IN ICELAND 


Gathering opposition 


From BJOERN HALLSTROEM 


[CELAND has seen _ large-scale 

demonstrations against the station- 
ing of American troops in the country 
this summer. They began with a 
march from the American air base 
Keflavik to the capital city of Reyk- 
javik on June 19. 

A few hundred people assembled in 
rainy weather outside the gates of the base 
and were joined by several thousand en 
route to take part in a protest meeting 
against the presence of foreign troops. 

A national committee was established, 
and its members travelled during the 
summer months all over the country and 
held local meetings. Local committees 
were formed everywhere, and about 3,000 
people joined, 

A national conference was held on 
September 9 at Tingvalla, the ancient mect- 
ing place of the Icelandic Parliament. 


A new movement against foreign troops 
was formally founded, and a huge open- 
air meeting adopted a resolution to the 
effect that the continuous presence of 
foreign troops in Iceland for the last 20 
years (ever since the British landed in 1940) 
was incompatible with a free community 


and harmed the language, culture «and 


morality of the people. 


The presence of foreign troops has Jed 
especially to black market activities and 
smuggling which have damaged the econo- 
mic life of the country. It was stressed 
that Icelanders have never fought any 
other nation with arms and have never 
been subjected to military discipline. They 
want to maintain this special position 
among the nations of the world. 


“We won our liberty without arms. 
We want to defend our security without 
arms. Foreign bases constitute a danger 
to the country in case of a war between 
the great Powers. A small nation like 
ours can be obliterated.” 


The speakers at the Tingvalla meeting 
were Mr. Sverrir Kristjansson, a prominent 
Icelandic historian, and Mr. Gils Gud- 
mundsson, an author. They dwelt on what 
Tingvalla had meant for the independence 
struggle of the Icelandic people.-~ 


The participants belonged to all parties. 
But the Conservative and Socialist press 
have attacked the movement. This has led 
to a split between a group of Socialists 
who participated and the official leadership 
of the party. A similar split is expected in 
the Conservative Party. 
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LIVELINESS ON 

A TIGHTROPE 

fA\HE Chinese have a 

saying: ‘’The  centi- 
pede can die, but it can 
never fall down.” 

I cannot see that it 
gains much from that, If 
I were dead, I should 
deem it a matter of small 
moment whether I were 
erect or prone, 

In any case, I see no value, esthetic or 
other, in an effigy of a creature so lacking 
in charm as a centipede, whatever it’s made 
of, for it belongs to that order of creatures 
which you see when you raise a flat stone, 
and that’s one of the worst things you can 
say of anybody. 

The centipede is not, however, the only 
creature which possesses this ability to 
maintain posthumous equilibrium. 

There are in our midst many duopedes, 
or two-footed creatures, of whom one may 
truly say they are dead but they won't lie 
down. I have known men in high places 
who are obviously dead, but death has not 
prevented the corpses from going through 
the motions of government, 


= 


PN 
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I see no useful purpose in the preserva- 
tion of lifeless bods, whether mummified 
or au naturel, and if any three-dimensional 
representation of my form and features is 
ever raised to my memory I would rather 
it were done in bronze, or if the subscrip- 
tions don’t rise to that, papier maché, 


I mention the case of the dead centipede, 
however, because the situation of Peace 
News is just the opposite : it is full of life, 
but it can easily fall down. 


Some newspapers, we know, also possess 
the centipedal faculty of remaining in situ 
though moribund, They’re losing thou- 
sands of pounds a week, yet they turn up 
every day on the bookstalls, and one 
searches their pages in vain for any sign of 
life. 


By contrast, PN has never before been 
so full of life as it is today, but its balance, 
as demonstrated by its balance sheet, re- 
mains precarious, 

Some acrobats can do extraordinary 
things on a tightrope, but they could do 
them even better on firm ground, 

B, J, BOOTHROYD. 

Contributions since Sept. 23: £50 14s. 6d. 

Total since Feb. 1, 1960: £1,137 18s. 1d. 

Still needed: £1,362. 


Anonymous contributions gratefully ack- 
nowledged: Manchester £5, O.A.P. 10s., 
Anon. £1. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 


By Keith Lye, 
AFTER Sharpeville, several of South 
Africa’s non-European leaders left 
the Union at the request of their 
parties. 

Their mission was to rally overseas sup- 
port for their peoples’ struggle at home. 
Throughout the summer they have travelled 
extensively, met heads of government and 
set up a chain of offices in Accra, Cairo, 
New York and London, 


In the Centrall Hall on September 23 
these leaders made their first appearance 
in London. As he rose to introduce the 
first speaker, Mr. Christopher Mayhew, the 
Chairman, had behind him a large banner 
stating “ Britain Welcomes United Front.” 


Nana Mahomo of the Pan-Africanist 
Congress spoke first. He told of his expe- 
riences of apartheid, a system which de- 
bases all who practice it. It was the logical 
outcome of the myth of White supremacy, 
but it was also a contradiction. It was 
building a cult of hatred between Black 
and White and creating a position where 
revolution might sweep through the land 
like a conflagration in a pine forest. 


The situation in South Africa was painted 
in glowing terms by the Government, but 
no one had ever worked out the price of 
apartheid in terms of human _ suffering. 
Since Sharpeville the centre of political 
gravity had shifted to the Congo and to 


THEIR MISSION AGAINST APARTHEID 


the UN, but we in Britain must remember 
that the danger of violence and bloodshed 
in South Africa was always imminent. 


The platform was strengthened by the 
presence of Mr. Gbedemah, Ghana's Min- 
ister of Finance. Introducing him, Chris- 
topher Mayhew spoke of the irony of the 
situation. Mr. Gbedemah could serve his 
people, but the other speakers on the plat- 
form, men of equal calibre, were denied 
the right to serve their fellow men, and 
were forced into exile. 


Mr. Gbedemah spoke of Ghana’s policy 
towards South Africa. Ghana had tried to 
advise South Africa, but their words had 
gone unheeded, and so Ghana had imposed 
a boycott. Ghana was not opposed to 
white men—there are South African Whites 
working in Ghana—but she was opposed 
to racialism. Until equality of opportunity 
comes to South Africa, Ghana will con- 
tinue the struggle. 


Mr. Oliver Tambo, Vice-President of the 
African National Congress, spoke of the 
arguments used by apologists of apartheid. 
The white man’s civilisation will be 
swamped without it, they say. Mr. Tambo 
commented that if apartheid is civilisation 
then the sooner it is destroyed the better. 


Mr. J. Kozonguizi, President of the 
South West African National Union, called 
for a British initiative to free South West 
Africa from the yoke of tyranny. 


News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


Speaking last, Dr. Yusuf Dadoo, a 
former President and now Vice-President 
of the South African Indian Congress, 
called for support for the new Penny 
Pledge Campaign. For a minimum of one 
penny, people in Britain would be asked to 
sign a pledge to boycott South African 
goods until apartheid ends, This campaign 
must involve millions and we must all 
work hard. Apartheid, he concluded, is a 
threat to world peace and the struggle must 
be intensified. Apartheid with all its vile 
ramifications must and will be destroyed. 


Leaving the hall one saw long queues of 
people waiting in turn to sign their pledge. 


Newspaper’s staff banned 
from Norwegian Party 


From our special correspondent. 


"WNHE Norwegian Labour Party (the gov- 

ering party) has hit out at Rielorien- 
tering, a recently started newspaper which 
opposes nuclear weapons, 


The Party has decreed that all members 
of the newspaper’s staff shall be excluded 
from the Party. The reason is thought to 
be the Party’s fear of opposition at the 
annual conference next year. 


The newspaper’s editor has said he will 
continue publication 
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The Russian blunder 


OR once the Russians, usually so cunning in 
taking advantage of the first glimmer of an 
Opportunity to impress the Afro-Asians in their 
favour, have blundered badly. 


Mr. Khrushchev ought to have known that he was court- 
ing a diplomatic defeat in his attack on Mr. Hammarsk- 
joeld’s handling of his mission in the Congo. The attack 
itself, if the English translation of the Khrushchev speech 
is reliable, was not as offensive as the average report in 
Western papers suggested. But it put the Secretary- 
General’s impartiality and fairness in doubt, to which the 
Assembly’s resounding answer was a vote of confidence 
of 70 to 0 for Mr. Hammarskjoeld. 


There is much to be said in favour of revision in various 
ways of the United Nations Charter, but the Russian 
proposal for the abolition of the post of Secretary- 
General and its replacement by a three-member com- 
mittee seems fit only to slow up efficient action in times 
of crisis. The Khrushchev speech did not say that the 
members of the executive body were to have veto 
powers, but subsequent comments on the proposals have 
suggested this. 


These assumptions may be groundless, at least it is to be 
hoped that they are. If they are justified they will lend 
Strength to the accusation that the Soviets seem bent on 
ruining the United Nations. It is abolition of the veto 
power of the five permanent members of the Security 
Council that is wanted, not the addition of a second veto 
barrage. 


An American reply ? 


FDHE question remaining open throughout last week was 
whether the Americans would push the Russian 
blunder into significance by topping it with an even 
greater one of their own. Would they continue with 
their refusal of an Eisenhower-Khrushchev meeting un- 
less the Russians accepted conditions one of which was 
the release of the RB-47 fliers ? William Forrest’s report 
in last Saturday’s News Chronicle was that ‘ given the 
present mood of the American electorate, it would seem 
unthinkable ” for the President to abandon this condi- 
tion, It seems equally unthinkable that the Russian 
leader should comply with it—meaning the public dis- 
avowal of all the Soviets have announced and declared 
on the subject—for the sake of a meeting to which he 
cannot attach much importance in view of the shortness 
of the American President’s remaining time in office. 


In the case of the Khrushchev blunder there was at least 
the excuse that the Afro-Asians might have supported 
his criticism of Mr, Hammarskjoeld. There is no such 
excuse for the Americans’ now blatant neglect of Afro- 
Asian sympathies, President Sukarno of Indonesia was 
rewarded with an ovation, on his first appearance in the 
General Assembly last Friday, for his submission of a 
resolution the operative passage of which was in these 
words “. , requests, as a first urgent step, the 
President of the United States of America and the Chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics to renew their contacts, interrupted recently, so 
that their declared willingness to find solutions of the 
outstanding problems by negotiation may be progres- 
sively implemented.” 


Mr. Nehru, whose voice is an important factor in world 
affairs, spoke immediately after the Indonesian President, 
strongly supported the idea and made himself responsible 
for the formal submission of the resolution to the 


At the time of writing the fate of the neutral nations 


Roy Sherwood} 


Assembly. 
and the United Arab Republic. Incidentally, the New 
York reports also say that President Nasser “caused sur- 
prise by revealing himself as a responsibly-minded poli- 
tical heavy-weight.” 


It is unfortunately true that an Eisenhower-Khrushchev 


meeting in existing circumstances is not likely to lead to 
quick useful results. But that can be no excuse for 
playing ducks-and-drakes with the wishes of the 
neutralist countries. 


Late on Sunday night the American Forces News Service 


announced that the President had removed all doubt on 
the subject by sending a negative reply to the neutral 
nations’ plea for an early Eisenhower-Khrushchev 
meeting. 

resolution remains uncertain. But whatever it may be-——~ 
rejection, adoption or possibly even withdrawal to avoid 
a vote—the Western position will have suffered by the 


incident. 
China and UN 


T had already worsened, in spite of Mr. Khrushchev’s 
abusiveness, by the happenings on Saturday. 


It was inevitable that the request, once again, for another 


year’s postponement of the question of China’s admis- 
sion to membership should rouse the Russian leader to 
frenzied fury. That his reference to General Franco as 
the “ Hangman of Spain” might be answered by “ Execu- 
tioner of Hungary” does nothing to alter reality nor 
invalidate the aptness of the description of Republican 
China as the living body of the Chinese people, and of 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist China as a corpse. Every- 
body knows, including subservient followers of America’s 
determination to keep the Chinese Republic out, that this 
is truce; and they must also know that there is no other 
issue so certain to diminish the sympathy for the West of 
a whole lot of countries. 


A new level of world absurdity will be reached, and the 


danger to peace quickly and enormously intensified, if 
Mr. Khrushchev is driven to carry out his implied threat 
of organising a United Nations of his own. Even the 
most self-confident opponents of the admission of the 
Republic of China to the Assembly can hardly feel, com- 
fortable when they ask themselves how many countries— 
and which—might joint the Soviet-led competition estab- 
lishment. 


On Monday, Mr. Khrushchev redressed the balance of 


bilateral unintelligence by a second and more direct 
personal attack on Mr. Hammarskjoeld. 


Central Europe 


VERY little, if anything, has been heard or written in 


the West about a proposal made by the East German 
Government in a submission sent to the United Nations 
on September 15. Since the East German Government, 
in common with that of West Germany, has no repre- 
sentation in the United Nations, it can act only in the 


a 


Criticism of the President is therefore slight. 


form of a memorandum submitted for consideration. 


Its proposals, aimed at the furtherance of world peace, are 


the oytcome of the work. of am organisation called the 
German Peace Council, for which it is claimed that it 
has among its members a sufficient number of West 
Germans from all sections of the population to have sent 
1,700 participants to the Council’s plenary session in 
July, where a delegation was appointed under the leader- 
ship of Professor Walter Friedrich, charged with the task 
of presenting the Stockholm Peace Appeal to the Chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 


It was also backed by Yugoslavia, Ghana The present proposals, too lengthy for full reproduction 


here, are divided under three main headings, each cover- 
ing a progressive stage of disarmament in both Ger- 
manys. The main headings are further sub-divided and 
extend over the use to be made of resources liberated 
by the abolition of arms manufacture and of military 
forces as well as to provisions, in further sections of the 
document, of United Nations control over eventual steps 
towards reunification. 


The two points of cutstanding interest for outside observers 


are that the total disarmament and demilitarisation of 
both Germanys is aimed at, and that the East German 
Government proposes its own secession from the Warsaw 
Pact, to coincide with West Germany’s from NATO. 
The whole plan is a miniature of the Polish Rapacki 
proposals, And it suggests two reflections worth noting. 
Either the East German Government is not as closely 
subservient to Moscow as it is supposed to be, or 
Moscow must be ready to loosen its hold on East Ger- 
many for the sake of creating a neutral area in Central 
Europe. In either case such proposals deserve attention. 


Framee’s ban 


FTER a month spent in various places in France I find 

it less difficult than I should otherwise have done to 
understand the comparative mildness of the French 
public’s reaction to the ban on 140 leading intellectuals, 
which bars them from appearance on the wireless and 
television services and in subsidised theatres. 


It is not easy to get ordinary Frenchmen, irrespective of 


occupation and financial or social position, to say much 
about the Algerian war, President de Gaulle, the grow- 
ing restrictions on personal liberties and the adoption of 
highly peculiar methods of “ justice.” Yet their reticence 
does not create the impression of widespread fear of 
expressing any views critical of the government’s actions. 
It has left me, for one, with the feeling that little is said 
because few people know what to say—-and that those 
who do know still say it, The majority, sick of the war 
and having no idea how to bring it to an end, looks in 
blind hope to de Gaulle. 

No one 
appears to know of an alternative leader of any stature, 
or of a policy better than the one he pursues—though 
this is nebulous. Such criticism as I have heard of 
France’s “ Man of Destiny ’—and not only from people 
with money-—was that his attitude to the “ rebels” is too 
liberal and accommodating. { heard no complaints by 
ordinary people about the things which cause deep con- 
cern to admirers of traditional French respect for the 
tights of the individual. Jean-Paul Sartre and his asso- 
ciates in the declaration asserting the right to refuse 
service in the Algerian war are looked upon by most 
French people as cranks, as Bertrand Russell is in Britain 
for his advocacy of civil disobedience against nuclear 
armaments. 


President de Gaulle’s cloudy pronouncements on the future 


of Franco-Algerian relations satisfy the general desire not 
to have to think seriously about the whole subject. 
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An EXTRA early warning ? 


PROPOSALS are being put forward by 
the United States for the siting in 
Britain of a communications station in con- 
nection with the Missile Defence Alarm—- 
the alarm based on the Midas satellite, 


The Midas project calls for a number of 
satellites to be put into orbit with infra red 
equipment to detect the launching of 
ballistic missiles by Russia by homing on 
to the heat emitted during launching. 
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tium 90 absorbed should now begin to fall. A church contracts out 


GSTEPS were taken by the . 
‘7 Wales on September 29 to sell the ‘@bour with a £500 fine followed by five 


£20,000 Union of South Africa stock which Ye2rs assigned residence and loss of all 


“considerable evidence that 
strontium 90 which has hitherto been re- 
the atmosphere has already 
exerted its major effect.” 


the Church holds. 


Vicious sentences in France 
MTHE trial of the 19 French men and 


women (four of whom were tried in 
their absence as they had escaped) and six 
Algerians charged with helping the Alge- 
tian rebellion ended on October 1, 
Sentences included: 10 years hard 


Church in 


civil rights for 13, Other sentences were: 
One of five years with a £750 fine, one of 


Surveys have been made and the pre- 
ferred site is at Kirkbride in Cumberland. 


More strontium 90 absorbed 
BRITISH people absorbed in their diet 


more strontium 90 from fall-out last 


year, said a report published last Friday. 


It was prepared by the Agricultural Re- 
search Council radio-biological laboratory 
and based on the laboratory’s second 
annual country-wide survey into strontium 
90 in human diet in the United Kingdom, 

Because of relatively high levels of con- 
tamination early in the year, it was esti- 
mated that the mean ratio of strontium 90 
to calcium in the average diet of the popu- 
lation during 1959 was 50 per cent higher 
than in 1958. Milk continued to be the 
food which contributed most strontium 90. 


The report said that the amount of stron- 


Cheaper loans for development 


8 a new International Development 

Association came into being on Sep- 
tember 26. It was created to promote the 
economic growth of less advanced coun- 
tries by making loans available on easier 
terms than usual, 


Fifteen governments, subscribing the 
equivalent of $686,000,000 (£245,000,000) 
have signed the articles of agreement and 
the IDA will go into action later this 
autumn. 


It is unique in dividing its membership 
into two groups: the 17 more industrialised 
members of the World Bank——assuming 
they all join—will pay their subscriptions 
in gold or freely convertible currencies, and 
the 51 less developed countries will pay 90 
per cent of their quotas in national cur- 
rencies, 


This followed a protest about such in- 


vestments at the meeting of the Governing 
Body at Llandrindod Wells the previous day, 


when the Archbishop of Wales, Dr. Edwin 
Morris, referred to “ the un-Christian basis 
of apartheid.” 


The Church in Wales has no investments 
in armaments or brewery shares. 


More dollars for arms 


FPHE US Defence Department announced 

in Washington last Saturday plans to 
spend $169,000,000 (about £60,183,000) in 
extra “defence” funds provided this year 
by Congress. 

Of this total almost _ two-thirds 
($107,500,000) will be used to speed up the 
development of the Polaris submarine mis- 
sile, and to improve a new Polaris with a 
longer range. 


three years, and one of eight months. Nine 
were acquitted. 

An appeal is almost certain against such 
shocking sentences reported the Guardian 
on Monday. 


S. African editor jailed 
PATRICK DUNCAN, Editor of Contact, 


the South African non-racial  fort- 
nightly, was imprisoned for eight days on 
October 3 by a Cape Town Court. He had 
refused on principle to give names and 
sources concerning an article in, his news- 
paper on Communism in South Africa, 


* *” * 


The largest ship in the world, the Enter- 
prise, was launched at Newport News, 
Virginia, on September 25. 'She is the 
first atomic-powered aircraft carrier and 
was built: at an estimated cost of 
$375,000,000 (about £134,000,000), 
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‘THE WHITE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT ~ 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


HITE resistance to the Nationalist 
Government takes several forms, 
by no means all political. 


Foremost among its opponents are the 
Christian Churches, the English language 
press (there is a Government-supporting 
press in Afrikaans), the Province of Natal 
and especially its University Faculties, the 
women’s organisations, and the Liberal and 
Progressive Political Parties. Their com- 
bined resistance is “not so underground,” 
as one of its most gallant leaders, 79-year- 
old Mrs. Eleanor Russell, ex-Mayor of 
Pietermaritzburg, herself said to me. 


The Christian Churches (Anglican, 
Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
and Congregational) sometimes combine to 
resist injustice, as in the Memorandum of 
the Inter-Church Committee which in 1958 
investigated the effect of the Group Areas 
Act on the Indian community in Pretoria. 
To an English visitor accustomed to see the 
Anglican Church discreetly ranged on the 
side of the Establishment its courage in 
South Africa is most refreshing. From 
Archbishop Joost de Blank of Cape Town 
(who is said to have assured Dr. Verwoerd 
“T will go when you do”) to young Bishop 
Burnett of Bloemfontein, who categorically 
refused to exclude Africans from his con- 
gregations, their witness is equalled only by 
the serene and persistent multi-racialism of 
the Roman Catholics. 


All these leading prelates court deten- 
tion, but the Government fears inter- 
national repercussions, and prefers to 


The following is in compliance with U.S. 
postal regulations : 


Statement required by the Act of August 24, 1912, 
as amended by the Acts of March 3, 1933, and 
July 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States Code, Section 
233) showing the ownership, management, and circu- 
lation of Peace News published weekly at 5, Cale- 
donian Road. London, N.1, UK, for the year ending 
October 1, 1960. 

The name of the Editor is: Hugh Heron Brock 
and of the Publisher and Business Manager : Henry 
Frederick Mister, both of the above address. The 
owner is Peace News Ltd. also of the above address. 
phere are, no bondholders, mortgagees or security 

olders. 


The average number of copies of this publication 
sold or distributed through the mails or otherwise 
to paid-up subscribers during the 12 months pre- 
ceding the date shown above was 9,100 per week. 
Signed: HARRY F. MISTER. 
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By Vera 


Brittain 


Vera Brittain recently returned from a visit to S, Africa. 


penalise the lesser clergy. Every second 
person I questioned had a different opinion 
about the Bishop of Johannesburg’s deci- 
sion to escape to Britain after the Sharpe- 
ville shootings, but though almost every- 
body acknowledged the value of his unin- 
hibited testimony, few believed that he 
would actually have been imprisoned had 
he stayed. 


The anti-Government press includes the 
Cape Argus, the Port Elizabeth Evening 
Post, the Natal Mercury, the Rand Daily 
Mail, the Johannesburg Star, and the 
Bloemfontein Friend. Bravely the staffs of 
these newspapers develop their attacks in 
reports and editorials; their only shield 
against arrest is the freemasonry of the 
world press which would undoubtedly sus- 
tain them in case of detention. The Editor 
of the Port Elizabeth Evening Post, a mem- 
ber of the Progressive Party, told me that 
only the fear of his relatively powerful in- 
fluence kept him out of jail, At the time 
of writing the Natal Mercury is campaign- 
ing against the possible censequences of Dr. 
Verwoerd's Referendum, scheduled for 
October 5, under the banner headline ‘‘ NO 
REPUBLIC,” repeated daily. 


Novel attack 


Resistance in Natal becomes most articu- 
late among the undaunted University 
teachers who are divided between Durban 
and Pietermaritzburg. In celebrating the 
jubilee of the University this year, the 
dynamic Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Malherbe, 
brilliantly conceived a novel form of re- 
sistance through the criticisms, at a large 
education conference, of overseas lecturers 
able to speak even more freely than the 
Natal professors themselves. 


Only when we arrived did we clearly 
apprehend our destined function as 
“trouble makers,” for which we received 
an unexpected licence from the Governor- 
General himself, Dr. C. R. Swart, who 
opened the conference. His attack on the 
criticisms of South Africa abroad, and his 
commendation, to the growing accompani- 
ment of coughing, shuffling and finally loud 
laughter, of his Government’s achievements 
as magnificent and “ fantastic” (his actual 
word), left the visitors free to be as “ poli- 
tical” as himself, and we did not fail to 
respond, 


Subsequently Mrs. Russell told me the 
encouraging story of a Pietermaritzburg 
music society which, when ordered to ex- 
clude Africans from its annual perform- 


ance of “The Messiah “ or lose their 
yearly official subsidy of £250, decided to 
forego the subsidy (eventually made up by 
Maritzburg citizens). Mrs. Russell also 
showed me a charmingly civilised African 
village on the outskirts of Maritzburg 
which she had developed as Mayor. When 
the Government ordered the Maritzburg 
Council to evacuate the Africans from 
these “too luxurious” habitations, it was 
quietly told that nothing could be done for 
30 years since it would take that time for 
the householders to repay their loans to the 
Council, 


Chief among the women’s organisations 
which maintain their constant courageous 
resistance to the Nationalist Government 
are the Black Sash, and the National 
Council of Women of South Africa. The 
Black Sash has nine Regional Chairs and 
Secretaries, of whom Mrs. Margaret 
Roberts, leader in Cape Western, is prob- 
ably best known in Britain, The aims of 
this movement are the conduct of propa- 
ganda for the principles of Parliamentary 
democracy within the Union and for the 
observance of political rights and liberties 
and the political education and enlighten- 
ment of South African citizens. 


These aims involve public lectures and 
symposia, recorded for use throughout the 
country; the permeation of municipal 
affairs; open opposition to the Pass Laws; 
and the organisation of a Bail Loan Fund 
to help African women in jail and care for 
their families. The risks run by the women 
carrying on this work during the long state 
of ae Cane! can hardly be over-empha- 
sised, 


Parties of opposition 


The purposes of the National Council of 
Women are similar, though its educational 
methods, so far as I saw them, appear to 
be less direct. It exercises a powerful in- 
fluence on men’s groups as well as 
women’s; for instance, it played a leading 
part in the organisation of the Natal Edu- 
cation Conference. Mrs. Russell in Pieter- 
maritzburg, Mrs. Barbara Grieve and Mrs. 
Vera Davie in Cape Town, and Mrs. E. E. 
Munro in Johannesburg, are among its 
best-known leaders. 


There are now four South African Par- 
ties opposing the Nationalists—the United 
Party (the official Opposition), led by Sir 
de Villiers Graaf; the Liberal Party, in- 
spired by Alan Paton, Patrick Duncan, 
Editor of Contact, and Margaret Ballinger 
(recently deprived of her seat in Parliament 


— 


Operation West Malling 
FFEELING that the grave situation which 


has arisen since the US flights and the 
failure of the summit demands a new type 
of demonstration, a number of organisa- 
tions in Kent are staging a demonstration 
at West Malling aerodrome on October 8. 


The aerodrome has recently been taken 
over by the US naval air force and the 
object of the demonstration is to draw 
attention to the fact that any US aero- 
drome may, as things now stand, be used 
for “reconnaissance” flights, or be con- 
verted at short notice for H-bomber or 
missile purposes. 


A novel feature is that a direct appeal 
will be made to the Americans: a deputa- 
tion hopes to see the commandant and a 
special leaflet explains the position to 
American personnel. Thus a strict distinc- 
tion is made from anti-American propa- 
ganda of a political type, 


There will be a march from West Mall- 


ing to Maidstone at 1.30 p.m. followed by 
a meeting, The demonstration enjoys the 
support of many trade union and Labour 
Party members. It is being organised as an 
independent venture under the title ‘‘ Oper- 
ation West Malling.” It is not an official 
CND activity, although many individual 
campaigners support it. 

It will not include any activity of a civil 
disobedience nature —Mrs. G. M. LODGE, 
31 Swanley Lane, Swanley, Kent. 


Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 


W OUR correspondent, F, O'Hanlon, asks 
© if the text of the above pact which in- 
volved an agreement to divide Poland has 
ever been published. The answer is yes. 
It was produced at the Nuremberg Trial 
when Ribbentrop was impeached. It caused 
considerable embarrassment to the Russians. 


| The unexpurgated film of the Nuremberg 
Trial shows the German copy, the Russian 
copy iis in the Kremlin—GEORGE 
PLUME, 24 Pyrland Rd., London, N.5. 


by the abolition of Native Representation); 
the Progressive Party, to which South 
Africa’s wealthiest citizen, Mr. Harry 
Oppenheimer, belongs; and the very re- 
cently established National Union asso- 
ciated with the name of that unique anti- 
Government Nationalist, Mr. Japie Basson. 


Among these four only the Liberal and 
Progressive Parties can be regarded as 
coming within the White resistance move- 
ment. The United Party strongly criticises 
the referendum and makes anti-Republi- 
canism a plank in its platform, but it be- 
lieves as implicitly as the Government in 
White domination, and offers the Africans 
only a less onerous version of apartheid. 


Complete reform 


The Liberal Party bases its policy upon 
the United Nations Declaration of Human 
Rights adopted by the General Assembly 
on December 10, 1948. It stands for the 
abolition of the Pass Laws, the eventual 
abolition of the Reserves, and the exten- 
sion of the right of franchise to all adult 
persons, Black, White, or Coloured. 


The Progressive Party, while standing for 
the abolition of the Pass Laws and of in- 
flux control, and espousing a Bill of Rights, 
seeks to temper the wind to those more 
cautious reformers who find the Liberal 
policy too drastic. For “one man, one 
vote,” they propose to substitute a fran- 
chise based on a “civilisation test’? (not 
yet clearly defined) for all citizens, and 
plan to carry out a complete reform of the 
South African Constitution and to create a 
multi-racial society without colour pre- 
judice, 


The success of either the Liberal or the 
Progressive Party could eventually mean a 
multi-racial South Africa dominated by 
non-White voters. In the present tense 
condition of South African politics it is 
possible that the less direct opposition of 
the Churches, the English press, and the 
liberal-minded academic teachers who are 
by no means confined to the University of 
Natal, may affect public opinion within the 
Union more quickly and fundamentally. In 
any case, a great responsibility lies upon 
the articulate world outside South Africa to 
support by every means in its power these 
courageous and much-hampered White 
minorities, 


NEW SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 
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owned school emphasising co-operation 
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J HAVE beed reading a tittle book 
~~ by Rayner Heppenstall called Four 
ABSENTEES (Barrie & Rockcliff, 13s. 
6d.) which “contains the author’s re- 
miniscences of four men, all dead: 
Eric Gill, ‘George Orwell’ (E. A. 
Blair), Dylan Thomas and J. Middle- 
ton’ Murry.” 


It is not a very good little book. For 
one thing, the title is only too apt: 
throughout most of its length the four are 
conspicuous by their absence, what we are 
treated to instead being the author’s remi- 
niscences of Rayner Heppenstall. For an- 
other, even when they do make a fleeting 
appearance, they are depicted so sniggeringly 
that on ecannot help wondering whether 
the author has changed as much as he 
thinks. 


“T am painfully conscious of the inade- 
quacy of my response to each and all of 
the four,” he says, asking us 
“to assume that I would not #! 
think, feel or do the same to- 
day.” Let us hope it is true, 
since, if his record is to be 
trusted (and I can trace very 
few inaccuracies), it quite substantiates 
Murry’s account of him 20 years ago, as 
“the pariah-dog that will always bite the 
hand that feeds it.” 


Mr. Heppenstall sounds, in fact, a pretty 
typical sample of that egregious intelli- 
gentsia whose flirtations with ideas are cur- 
rently presented as “ the intellectual history 
of the 1930s and 1940s.” We are not sur- 
prised to learn that, after toying with 
Catholicism (till somebody told him this 
was vieux jeu) and pacifism (till war broke 
out), he should have found his niche in the 
BBC: nor that “to me, the most impor- 
tant fact of all about any of these men was 
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their coexistence with each other and with 
me.”’ 


We are still less surprised to learn that 
“IT had never understood, and now I 
should never understand, why, for so long, 
John Middleton Murry was not lazy and 
indifferent like the rest of us.” The kind of 
belief for which a writer like Murry or 
Orwell, an artist like Gill, will jeopardise 
reputation and health, must be clean be- 
yond the Heppenstall horizon. That, no 
doubt, is why they all seem to him rather 
comic: so do dancers seem to the deaf. 


They had their comic side of course, like 
the rest of us, which it does them no ser- 
vice to suppress. 


For that matter, Mr. 


Lea’s Book Column 


Heppenstall may well have a sensible side 
too: unless he has done himself some in- 
justice, even Murry and Orwell must surely 
have got rid of him sooner than they did. 
But, if there is one fact about these four 
which is really important, and does really 
forge a link between them, it is precisely 
that utter indifference to the main chance 
which cut them off from the mere literati, 


O 


I myself never met Thomas, but his 
poetry speaks for his integrity; and Gill’s 
biography, now in preparation, can only 
confirm the impression of quiet dedication 
conveyed by his letters and works. As for 
Murry and Orwell—I have some corre- 
spondence between them, which, besides 
illustrating the point, will interest PN 
readers particularly, since it took place in 
1944, when Murry was editor of this paper 
and Orwell literary editor of Tribune. It 
arose, in fact, out of Orwell’s strictures on 
pacificts, whom he had accused of uniting 
with the intelligentsia in sentimentalisation 
of Russia. 


That may sound odd to-day. The 
fashion has changed so completely that it 
may require an effort to remember that 
“the intellectual history of the 1930s and 
1940s ” was largely dictated by Stalin; that 
Orwell himself, having fought with the 
Trotskyists in Spain, had had his reports 
rejected by The New Statesman; and that 
Murry had been ridiculed for a critique of 
Marxism anticipating, on every main count, 
Karl Popper’s deservedly celebrated THE 
OpeEN SOCIETY AND ITS ENEMIES. Yet, that 
such was the case, Orwell's own letter bears 
out: 


“Of course, fanatical Communists and 
Russophiles generally can be respected, 
even if they are mistaken. But for people 
like ourselves, who suspect that some- 
thing has gone very wrong with the 
Soviet Union, I consider that willingness 


to criticise Russia and Stalin is the test of 
intellectual honesty. It is the only thing 
that from a literary intellectual’s point of 
view is really dangerous. If one is over 
military age or physically unfit, and if 
one lives one’s life inside the intelli- 
gentsia, it seems to me nonsense to say 
that it needs any courage to refuse mili- 
tary service or to express any kind of 
antinomian opinions. To do so only gets 
one into trouble with the blimps, and 
who cares what they say? In any case 
the blimps hardly interfere. 


“The thing that needs courage is to 
attack Russia, the only thing that the 
greater part of the British intelligentsia 
now believe in. The very tender way in 
which you have handled Stalin and his 
regime, compared with your denuncia- 
tions of, say, Churchill, seems to me to 
justify the word ‘circumspect.’ If you 
are genuinely anti-violence you ought to 
be anti-Russian at least as much as you 
are anti-British. But to be anti-Russian 
makes enemies, whereas the other doesn’t 
—i.e., not such enemies as people like us 
would care about. 


“T don’t agree with pacifism, but I 
judge the sincerity of pacifists by the sub- 
jects they avoid. Most pacifists talk as 
though the war were a meaningless 
bombing match between Britain and 
Germany, with no other countries in- 
volved. A courageous pacifist would say, 
‘the Russians should let the Germans 
have the Ukraine, the Chinese should not 
defend themselves against Japan, the 
European peoples should submit to the 
Nazis, the Indians should not try to drive 
out the British.” Real pacifism would 
involve all of that: but one can’t say that 
sort of thing and also keep on good 
terms with the rest of the intelligentsia. 


“Tt is because they consistently avoid 
mentioning such issues as these, while 
continuing to squeal against obliteration 
bombing, etc., that I find the majority of 
English pacifists so difficult to respect.” 


O 


About the British intelligentsia, Orwell 
was unquestionably right. He was also 
right about a good many pacifists, though 
the possibility of satyagraha seems to have 
escaped him. That he was entirely wrong 
about Murry, however (and therefore about 
PN), the latter had no difficulty in proving: 


“This last letter of yours explains a 
lot; but it is a staggerer. I was under the 
impression that one of your unspoken 
grievances against me was that I was 
anti-Soviet. That I could ever be re- 
garded as uncritically or circumspectly 
pro-Soviet never occurred to me as a 
possibility. I could furnish you with a 
whole series of weekly comments in 
Peace News over a period of years which 
ate severely, but I hope not unfairly, 
critical of the USSR. I suppose never a 
week passes but I receive one or two 


letters denouncing me for my unfriendli- 
ness to Russia. 


“Moreover I think—I have not the 
books by me at the moment—there are 
whole pages both in THe DEFENCE OF 
Democracy (1939) and CHRISTOCRACY 
(1942) and in ADAM AND EVE (due now) 
which express my abhorrence of Russian 
totalitarianism. Indeed, were it not im- 
possible, I should think that you had 
mixed me up with John MacMurray. 


“ Anyhow, I am completely nonplussed 
by this criticism. The only atom of sup- 
port for your case that I can think of is 
that I did once write that the USSR is 
‘the only inherently peaceful nation.’ By 
that I meant that it was the only nation 
whose economic system did not reinforce 
the natural tendency of the human being 
towards war. I was still influenced by 
the idea that communal ownership of the 
means of production makes for peace. 
Now I am much more inclined to the 
idea that no economic structure of itself 

. makes for peace. 


O 


“But if willingness to criticise Stalin 
and Russia is, as you say, the test of in- 
tellectual honesty to-day, then I confi- 
dently claim that, on the whole, I emerge 
from it as well as, if not better than, any 
literary intellect to-day. . . 


“Incidentally, on another point which 
you raise, I do not, as a pacifist, say that 
no nation ought to defend itself. That is 
because I do not see any real good in a 
nation refusing to defend itself except 
out of pacifist conviction. Here I agree 
with Gandhi. In so far as people still 
believe in defending themselves as a 
nation, they had better do it than shirk 
the job.” 

It is pleasant to record that, following 
this, Orwell apologised handsomely : 

“T ought to have kept up with your 
utterances and I am very sorry that I 
should' have written you an almost 
abusive letter founded on out of date in- 
formation. I know only too well what 
sort of trouble it gets one into to write 
anything anti-Stalin at this date, and I 
admire your courage in doing so.” 
What a pity a few more literary intellects 

—now that they have at last seen the light 
—do not follow Orwell’s example! And 
what a pity Mr. Heppenstall has not given 
them a lead, instead of writing at such 
length about himself! He is, after all, a 
very clever writer: his prose deserves a 
more palatable subject. 
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for peace. 
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to everyone you know. 


will to all men. 


Christmas Cards for peace 


* 


TODAY your P.N. brings our illustrated list of Christmas Cards, Books 
and Gifts now on sale to raise funds for the paper’s many-sided work 


* 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS are a profit sharing project. You can raise funds 
for other humanitarian and peace causes at the same time as you help 
P.N: Or you can concentrate on raising funds for the paper. 


* 
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ENDSLEIGH CARDS, international, inter-racial, nativity or merely festive 
convey through design and text the season’s message of peace and good- 
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J EAVING the great sweep of the 
~~ Black Rock Sands, with its litter 
of cars, I drove back towards Pen- 
rhyndeudraeth. Crossing the Portma- 
doc embankment to the toll-gate I 
could glimpse Plas Penrhyn on the 
wooded knoll ahead, overlooking the 
Glaslyn estuary, and commanding 
wider views than does Deudraeth 
Castle near by, where Russell once 
lived. 


From his study he can step on to the 
veranda and see Snowden to the north and 
the Lleyn promontory to the west. Across 
the water is Tan-yr-allt, where Shelley 
lived, drawn by his friendship with 
Madocks, the Whig MP and engineer, who 
here wrested thousands of acres of the 
Traeth Mawr from the sea, and created a 
new community. 


As I stood with Lord Russell looking 
down on the peaceful estuary I was re- 
minded of what he had written in How To 
Grow OLp about the fear of death: 


“The best way to overcome it—so at 
least it seems to me—is to make your 
interests gradually wider and more im- 
personal, until bit by bit the walls of the 
ego recede, and your life becomes in- 
creasingly merged in the universal life. 
An individual human existence should be 
like a river—small at first, narrowly con- 
tained within its banks, and rushing pas- 
sionately past boulders and over water- 
falls. Gradually the river grows wider, 
the banks recede, the waters flow more 
quietly, and in the end, without any 
visible break, they become merged in the 
sea, and painlessly lose their individual 
being.” 

Over tea—and afterwards—we discussed 
the following questions. 


* 


Q The argument for the preservation of 

* nuclear weapons may be considered 
to rest in three stages. First, those who 
support the military strategy of the Atlantic 
alliance say that we must be ready, if hos- 
tilities occur, to initiate the use of these 
weapons, because otherwise we shall be de- 
feated by conventional forces, What do 
you say to this ? 


A It is an exceedingly foolish argument. 
*In the first place, there is no evidence 
that the Communists desire military con- 
quest rather than economic and scientific 
victories. They would be mad to do so. 
In the second place, if we do accept the 
possibility of an attack by conventional 
forces we can also accept that this may be 
effectively resisted by such forces. It is not 
clear that the Western Powers necd suffer 
inferiority in this field. 


In the third place, if we concede that the 
odds against British survival would be 
heavy in a war fought with conventional 
weapons, we must concede that those odds 
would be infinite in a nuclear war. Our 
country is the most vulnerable in the world 
to nuclear weapons. From a strictly mili- 
tary standpoint, nothing could be worse for 
us than nuclear warfare. A strategy that 
plans to initiate it is suicidal. 


* 


Q Second, there are those who recognise 

* the danger of present NATO strategy, 
but who argue that if we renounced nuclear 
weapons we would be at the mercy of our 
enemies, who could threaten us with their 
weapons knowing that we were powerless 
to retaliate. Is there any intermediate posi- 
tion between total repudiation of military 
force and the view that so long as there 
are potential aggressors we must have 
weapons as good as theirs ? 


A We must admit that if only one 
“~"* nation in the world possessed nuclear 
weapons, that nation would be in a posi- 
tion of supreme military power. But it is 
equally true that the possession of these 
weapons gives no protection in a situation 
of potential conflict, At most it provides 
a temporary balance of fear, but an un- 
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END TO HUMAN LIFE? 


Bertrand Russell talks to Peace News 


LORD RUSSELL 
(left) was recently 
visited at his home 
in North Wales by 
S. W. GREEN, 
Press Secretary of 
the Cambridge 
Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarma- 
ment. The follow- 
ing interview on 
nuclear strategy 
and alternative 
policies was given 
by Britain’s best- 
known philosopher 
exclusively to PN 
before the prema- 
ture announcement 
of his efforts to 


initiate a non- 
violent civil  dis- 
obedience cam- 


paign against the 
Bomb. 


stable one that will break down into war if 
enmity is allowed to continue, 


A nuclear war would be an irretrievable 
disaster. This is common ground except 
among a few fanatics in East and West. 
The official view in the West is that 
nuclear war can be prevented by making 
the West sufficiently powerful, The con- 
verse view is held in the East. All past 
history shows that an armaments race does 
not lead to the preservation of peace. 


The possession of H-bombs by Britain 
does not in any degree diminish the likeli- 
hood of nuclear war and does not increase 
the safety of the British population or of 
any other. If the “great deterrent” does 
indeed deter, America and Russia already 
have enough H-bombs and missiles for this 
purpose. British bombs only diminish the 
safety of the British population since they 
invite a Soviet attack. 


The Minister of Defence has informed 
us that, in the event of such an attack, the 
civil population could not be protected. 
The most that would be attempted would 
be to keep alive the forces required for 
bombing the enemy long enough to enable 
them to kill some millions of Russians be- 
fore following their compatriots to a miser- 
able death. Such a policy seems to me at 
once insane and criminal. 


The introduction of nuclear weapons into 
the world has destroyed the old military 
concepts of defence. The possibilities that 


now face mankind are limited. We may 
get 
(1) A world federation of peaceful 
nations; 


(2) Domination of the world by one 
Power or an alliance of two Powers; 
or 


(3) A nuclear war resulting in the com- 
plete or virtual extinction of cPvilisa- 
tion. é 


These possibilities are placed in order of 
preference. If present policies continue, the 
last of them is a certain result. Our salva- 
tion does not lie in reliance on military 
strength, but on working for the gradual 
elimination of those sources of provoca- 
tion that may lead nations to resort to war. 

It is, admittedly, unrealistic to demand 
immediate total disarmament in al] classes 
of weapons. Before effective disarmament 
can take place a psychological détente is 
necessary, Communism and _ capitalism 


must come to think each other not intoler- 
able. 


Progress is being made in this direction, 
and it is not unrealistic to work hopefully 
for the creation of a situation in which any 
sort of military exchange between nations 
possessing nuclear or other decisive weapons 
becomes inconceivable. World control of 
these decisive weapons is the stage of dis- 
armament that must precede or accompan 


their final abolition. \ 


* 


Q Those who proceed to the third stage 
* of the argument admit that the use 
of nuclear weapons could never be justi- 
fied, either initially or in retaliation, They 
believe that these weapons should be re- 
tained in order to make an enemy suppose 
that they might be used. This is perhaps 
the commonest view of the situation among 
ordinary people, and it is one that has been 
supported by eminent philosophers. 


The late G. E. Moore wrote: “Although 
I think that it would be wrong under any 
circumstances to use the H-bomb, yet I 
think that the fact that, so far as the USSR 
knows, we might use it, may be a deter- 
rent.” 


A. J. Ayer has written: “ What makes 
them (atomic weapons) a deterrent is the 
Russian belief that we should retaliate with 
them, whether or not this belief is true. 
The best thing, perhaps, would be that we 
should privately resolve not to use them, 
while concealing this resolve from the 
world.” 

How do you answer this argument ? 

A Philosophy provides no support for 
~™* these statements. If we are making 
the H-bomb, realising that it cannot be 
used, to try to scare an enemy into think- 
ing that we may use it, then we are put- 
ting our trust in a lie. There is no hope 
for us in an attempted bluff, 


The balance of nuclear horror cannot 
provide us with any form of security. An 
atmosphere of mutual suspicion cannot 
continue indefinitely without war. Fear is 
a most unreliable deterrent. Security will 
not come through fear, but only through 
the growth of trust between the nations, If 
their present fears can be lessened, it is 
likely that the behaviour of our alleged 
enemies will change and become more 
liberal. 


Q In addition to the present danger that 

* the unstable balance of fear between 
the two hydrogen giants may topple over 
into wart, we are faced with the prospect 
of even greater dangers if more and more 
nations get hold of nuclear weapons. It is 
suggested that Britain should initiate a 
standstill agreement. The suggestions take 
three main forms. 


The first is that Britain should announce 
her readiness to give up the manufacture 
and possession of nuclear weapons if every 
other nation except Russia and America 
agrees not to start making them. The 
second is that Britain should, without this 
condition, stop making nuclear weapons. 


The third remedy, advocated by the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament—for 
deeper reasons than mere longing for a 
standstill agreement—is that Britain should 
renounce not only manufacture and posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons, but preparations 
to use them by any alliance to which she 
is joined, 

The first two proposals aim to restrict 
the actual possession of nuclear weapons 
to America and Russia, while persuading 
our allies to accept, along with ourselves, 
the presence of American bases on their 
territory. Have these proposals any merit? 
If so, should not the Campaign co-operate 
with those who advocate them ? 

A In so far as these proposals arise 
“~“* from a desire to rid the world of 
nuclear weapons, they are to be welcomed 
as a sign of healthy development. We in 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
should co-operate with all who share, in 
whatever degree, our detestation of these 
weapons, 


But we should not allow our own posi- 
tion to become confused. We believe that 
Britain should abandon all reliance on 
nuclear weapons, Cessation of the manu- 
facture of the British H-bomb merely as 
part of a redistribution of the nuclear 
forces of the Western Powers would have 
little significance, except as an economy. 


We are now facing moves to spread 
nuclear weapons to France and to Westem 
Germany, Such moves will be followed by 
counter-moves on the part of Communist 
Powers, and probably of uncommitted 
Powers, especially in the Middle East. This 
will enormously increase the risk of a 
nuclear war through some misunderstood 
“incident” or through the recklessness of 
a fanatical Government. 


The whole weight of the British Govern- 
ment should be used to prevent the spread 
of H-bombs to Powers not at present pos- 
sessing them. This can be done only if 
Britain completely rejects nuclear strategy, 
abandons the manufacture and possession 
of nuclear weapons, closes nuclear bomber 
and missile bases on her territory, and 
throws open her military installations to 
United Nations inspection, 


The arguments that are being used for 
abandoning the manufacture of British H- 
bombs, without taking these other measures, 
are not inconsistent with the policy of the 
“great deterrent.” If we are to form a 
genuine non-nuclear club we must chal- 
lenge the whole theory of deterrence by the 
balance of terror. 


There are sound political arguments on 
which to base this challenge, but the moral 
arguments seem to me more fundamental. 
So long as present policies persist, the daily 
life of every inhabitant of either bloc is 
based upon the ability of governments to 
cause millions of deaths in a few hours, 
and, probably, the gradual extinction of 
those who survive the first onslaught. It 
seems to those who think as we do that 
such pretended safety is unworthy of 
decent human beings. 


Risks must be run whatever policy is 
adopted, but it is more generous, more 
humane, and more courageous to accept the 
risks involved in abandoning the nuclear 
race than to live with those greater risks 
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Opportunities 


‘I\HERE is a tremendous demand for 

Peace News at public meetings, for 

nuclear disarmament marches and similar 
functions. 

Two or three enthusiastic young readers, 
lead by 17-year-old Michael Biggs, were 
mainly responsible for the sale of 1,200 
copies during the Edinburgh/London 
Protest. At Newcastle last week-end 130 
copies were sold at’ one public meeting. 
And all this week Ian Dixon of PN staff 
and his helpers have been boosting sales 
at the Labour Party Conference and all 
the related public meetings, 

Peace News sales would leap by 5,000 a 
week if more readers would grasp oppor- 
tunities all over the country. PN has a 
great reputation in London for being at 
all the meetings, What happens where 
you live ? 

Now is the time to go all out for new sup- 
porters. Send for copies of our new 
poster, spread the publicity campaign on 
stations, hoardings, notice boards and in 
windows, see that your newsagent has 
copies on show and seize every personal 
opening to swell the ranks of those work- 
ing for a war-free world. 


Send in this coupon today, 
To Peace News, Ltd. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1. 


Please send free of charge 
New Posters (30” x 20”) 
Small Posters (15” x 10”) 


Showcards with display 
slot for PN. 


These will be displayed at 


doz. Peace News (propa- 
ganda rate 3s. doz. post 
free) this week /next week 


every week. 
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that are only made to seem tolerable by 
pointing out that we, as well as our sup- 
posed enemies, can inflict disaster. It is 
not so that brave men should live. 

We cannot know what response a less 
ferocious policy on our side might evoke 
among those whom we have thought of as 
enemies, but the hope of a favourable re- 
sponse is a rational one and the world 
which it seeks to create is a world free 
from the horror by which at present our 
daily lives are poisoned. 

That there is risk is undeniable, but the 
tisk is less terrible than that involved in 
present policies, which is the ending of 
human life. And not only is the risk less 
terrible, but the goal, if it can be reached, 
is immeasurably happier than any that the 
most devastating weapons of war could 
achieve. And it can be reached if men so 
decide. 

‘“s FREEDOM ”’ MOVES TO FULHAM 


Freedom Press, publishers of the anarchist 
weekly Freedom, have moved their office 
and bookshop from Holborn to 17a 
Maxwell Road, Fulham, London, S.W.6. 


Published by Peace News Ltd., 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1, and printed in Gt. Britain by Goodwin 
Press Ltd., 135 Fonthill Road, London, N.4. 


FACTS BEHIND THE CALL FOR 


CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


' PROPOSAL to form a “ Committee of 100” to sponsor large-scale non- 
violent civil disobedience in Britain was prematurely disclosed on Wednes- 

day last week, when author and journalist John Connell made known to the 
Evening Standard the contents of letters he had received from Earl Russell 


and the Rey. Michael Scott. 


The disclosure was given front page 
banner headlines in the Standard’s after- 
noon and evening editions. 


Later that evening the text of the corre- 
spondence was released by the writers to 
all the press. Earl Russell’s letter read : 

“The rapidity with which we are mov- 
ing towards a nuclear calamity convinces 
me that events are moving too quickly 
for the present policy of our Campaign. 
It is my conviction that the effectiveness 
of our Campaign is becoming dependent 
upon its endorsing a programme of civil 
disobedience. 

“T am going to make a statement at 
the first suitable opportunity expressing 
the hope that the Campaign will become 
convinced of the necessity of such a pro- 
gramme. 

“T should like to ask your support in 
carrying this into action, A group of 
one hundred persons called “ The Com- 
mittee of 100”—for civil disobedience 
against nuclear warfare—is being formed 
and I should be grateful if you would 
join me on it. Could you favour me 
with an early reply ? ” 


‘No nuclear arms 
production in Slough’ 


A MARCH against the production of 

component parts for nuclear arms and 
missiles will take place in Slough (Bucks.) 
to-morrow, Saturday. 

Starting at 10.30 a.m. from the junction 
of Uxbridge Road and High Street it will 
arrive at the Trading Estate at 12 noon 
where an open-air meeting will be addressed 
by J. Allen Skinner, Associate Editor of 
Peace News and former member of the 
Union of Post Office Workers. 


‘ NO-GUNS-FOR-THE-QUEEN ’” 
MAYOR DIES 


ICHARD BLAND, who resigned the 

Mayoralty of Nelson (Lancs.) in 1955 
in protest against the presence of armed 
servicemen when the Queen visited the 
town, has died at the age of 76. 

In a statement made on resigning he 
said: “‘I am gravely concerned at the ex- 
tent to which the military has permeated 
and is able to exercise power in the civil 
sphere during the last several decades . . .” 

When the town’s royal tour committee 
appealed for the guns to be left out they 
were warned that the Queen’s visit might 
be called off if the question was not 
dropped, 

Richard Bland, imprisoned for more than 
two years in World War I, was one of a 
noted band of workers in the North of 
England who acquired training through the 
churches in the heyday of Nonconformity, 
writes Wilfred Wellock who conducted the 
funeral service on Sept. 20. 

In the forefront of peace advocacy, he 
was also an enthusiastic Esperantist and 
performed a great service to the War Re- 
sisters’ International by _ translating its 
correspondence. He never neglected the 
loca] press, and through it kept his neigh- 
bourhood well informed on many matters 
of which otherwise they would have re- 
mained ignorant. 


* * * 


Miss Elsworth Mary Erlebach of Bognor 
died recently at the age of 77. The last of 
her many peace activities included the pro- 
vision of £10 prizes to local schools for 
essays on peace issues and the gift of a 
piano for the Peace News meeting room. 
Being blind, she was “adopted” under a 
school visiting scheme and once each week 
a schoolgirl ‘“‘ called for a chat.” 


The covering letter from the Rev. 
Michael Scott said that “a group of people 
from within the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament” were concerned to find 
ways of carrying Earl Russell’s proposals 
into practical action. 


“They have conceived the idea of 
forming this Committee in the belief that 
this will spread the responsibility for the 
proposed action. It is felt that if there 


are no office holders the danger of the 
action 


work being paralysed by an 
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Peace News understands that Earl 
Russell and Michael Scott have had _ in- 
formal discussions with a number of 
people on the subject of civil disobedience 
during recent months and that as President 
of the Campaign Earl Russell had kept the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee in- 
formed of his support for this type of 
activity, 

In a press statement on September 30, 
Earl Russell revealed that he had proposed 
making a call for civil disobedience at the 
Trafalgar Square Rally on September 24 
since he had always understood that mem- 
bers of the Campaign were free as indivi- 
duals to support it. 


In consequence of a discussion with 
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Bertrand Russell heads sensational new anti-H-bomb moves 
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‘Committee 
of 100’ to be 
set up 


PLANNED 


How the news broke in London. 


individuals will be 


directed 
minimised. 


against 


“Tt is proposed that no demonstration 
or other action will be undertaken with- 
out a minimum number of 2,000 sup- 
porting volunteers. 


“ Although the names of the members 
will be published upon the formation of 
the Committee, we would ask you to re- 
gard this information as _ confidential 
until the Committee is completed.” 


Russell-Scott statement 


In their quest that evening for further 
information, reporters and news agencies 
drew statements from the CND to the effect 
that the Campaign was bound by confer- 
ence policy not to engage in civil disobedi- 
ence “ though we have, of course, sympathy 
and respect for individuals who feel bound 
by conscience to use illegal means,” and 
from the Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War that though they were not 
responsible for the new move they wel- 
comed and would support any extension of 
non-violent action, 


Earl Russell and the Rev. Michael Scott 
in a statement releasing the letters empha- 
sised that they were not attempting to force 
their opinions upon those who were not yet 
persuaded. 

“Our opinions and the methods of ex- 
pressing them are not inspired by anger or 
by violence. They are an appeal to the 
conscience and intelligence of our fellow 
men. 

“So far from inflicting violence on 
those who oppose us, we are prepared to 
accept for ourselves whatever adherence 
to our views may require of us, in the 
hope that other people in Britain and 
elsewhere may be persuaded, 

“We should be glad to see Britain take 
the lead in this crisis of humanity; and 
we believe that the British people are in 
a favourable position to do so... 

“We wish to make it clear that this 
action is not initiated or endorsed by the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament but by 
a group of individuals of whom some are 
members of the Campaign and others are 
not.” 


Canon Collins and Frank Cousins, Lord 


Russell agreed to postpone the statement 
for a short time. 


(The CND Bulletin, March, 1959, re- 
ports the policy position in these terms: 

A composite amendment ‘that the 
Campaign Executive while believing in 
political action rather than in civil dis- 
obedience, welcomes the activities of the 
Direct Action Committee at North Pick- 
enham (rocket base) . . .? was defeated 
by 109 votes to 77. The Executive made 
this vote one of confidence. The policy 
of the Campaign thus remains as before: 
“The Executive is not at present in 
favour of civil disobedience; they feel it 
is difficult to justify in a country with 
full democratic rights.’ A motion on 
Direct Action and Civil Disobedience 
passed at the 1960 conference reaffirming 
the general position affirmed that partici- 
pation “is clearly a matter of individual 
conscience.) 

Lord Russell said that he “had not the 
slightest desire to damage the Campaign or 
to cause a split but had hoped that, as 
hitherto, the supporters and opponents of 
direct action could continue to work in 
their several ways.” 


S.. Africa mont rach 


happened afterwards except that I found 
myself lying here in hospital.” 

Another case reported was that of Elias 
Masili, a 23-year-old farm hand who was 
told by his employer to “leg it,” nearly 
500 miles from the Pietersburg area to his 
Bethlehem, Free State, home, 

“I had to sleep under bushes and bridges 
at night and the sleep I got was very little, 
because I feared snakes. During the day I 
had to walk away from the road because I 
had no pass. My boss never registered me,” 
he said, 

Along the way he had to sell his suitcase, 
blankets and some of his clothing to get 
money for food. 

“Now,” reports the Golden City Post, 
“Elias is afraid to return to the farm and 
has nowhere else to go.” 


